
RAJvOB OP THERMOMETER.
The thermometer rarured as follows at

1'hf. TJraea ofuee yesterday: 9 A. M., 40;
y: M . SS: S P. M.. 32; G P. M., 3S: 9 P. M-.
*4; vz midalght. 2S. Avcragc, 04,6.
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WEATHEl FOIE-ArfT
Forecasr for Thnrsday andt Friday.
Virginia.aoudy Thursdaar, P"**.*

<now in the southern portfon; Friday
fair, except clearing in extremo JM*.~
east portion; Hght northwest. wlnds; toe-

ccmlng fresh northeast:
North Carolina.Bato or snow ThuwdaM

and probably Friday; fresh northeas»
winds, increasins.

BICHMOXD. VA., THUBSDAY, FEBRXJABY 20,1902. PBICE TWO CENTS,

GREftT FLOOD DF
ILLS PRESENTED

Legislature Gets Down to
Business in Earnest.

SEPARATE CAR MEASURE

Both Houses Will Meet at Noon
Hereafter.

CATON'S PENSiON MEASURE

it Providcs for Spcnd.nj tbe S300,000 Set

Aelde By tbt Sennte.Ter-Centenary
Matter to torac Up Next Monday

Nijbi.latcrcst io Nor-

felk Conteit.Lej;-»
itlative Notes.

Th« Legisiaturo startcd to work ln

d.-ad earnest yesterday.
Not in years before ha.ve there been so

many bills prcscntedl Jn the House on

ono day. aad some of them will ca.ll for

inoeh investigation by their opponenta
and require long hcarings before the va-

ii«>us committccs.
The two houses will meat at noon here¬

after, instead of in the afternoon. A res-

ulutioh was adopted by the House, offer-

ing Its hall to the convention durlng cer¬

tain hours each day, but the laltor body
dcclined ihe offer with thanks. One of

the llvelicst fis;hts before the body wiU

;,. over the terrcentenary bills, which. by
ngreement between Richmand and Nor-
rork, will be heard before. the General
Laws Committoe of the Hou.sc next Mon¬
day night Vilexaiidria is also in the race,
but the fight is apparently between Ricli-
inond and Norfolk. The shouters for the
lattcr city had pretty well scattered out
last night, but will return here with re-

jnforcemoiits on Monday.
The Caton separate street car measure

-r. ill come up for hearing by the Roads
Committee of thic House at 10 o'clock to¬

day The :bill will bo libtiy contestcd by
the street c.'.r cpmpianles. TJiere is much
interest in ihe Norfolk city election case.

Chairman Kelley, of the EiocUons Com¬
mittee, is out of the city. and no date
has been set for taking up the matter,
i u'i the body will doubtlcss be called to-
.-¦.:her for tbls purpo-o shortly. The
ebrd was only given the members on

¦sterday; anU it wiii wiuirc mnrii study.
s it contajnpa 750 printed pages. The

t..nie:-t of Fuiton vs. llibbetts will prob-
.. ,]y be disposefi of first The record in
thelatter case is comparativcly brief, and
lus been with the committee for some

days. Some of the oommittees will not

pet" down to business before next week.
Siut many of them will hold meotings to¬

day and to-morrow.

i inr of the moft lriteresthig bills intro-
duced In the Legislature yesterday was

.a presented by Mr. Caton. or Alexan-
la, providlng a new nensioii systein for

the State. Tt ip estlmatcd l»y the patron
that Hie bill will .-any alS of ihe appro¬
prlation of $300,000 rebonUy set aside by
ili<> Senate joint resolulion for pensions.
,md it permits almost any soldicr who
v.,is wounded' to securc a pensibn. It also
bestows favors lavishly upon the widows
of Confcdcrato soldiers. H dlvides the el-
-i!'W into a number of classes. Those

soldiers who rcccivcd wounds rcsulting
ln the loss of both cyes or two limbs
may roceivo as much as J100 per year.
For the loss of one oyo or limb J50 is
;:iven. Wounded soldiers not losing cyes
or limbs range from $30 down to J15, and
FOlalers over Bixty-five who are enfeebled
;m a rosult of bard service are to get
5ir> per year.
Wid'ows whose husbands lost their

lives in the service shall be enlitled to
Ket 540, and widows of soldiers who died
rinee tho war of wounds inllictcd while
in tbe service shall jret 52."» per annum.

The manner oi boooming a peusioncr is
jirescribed, the mc'.hod being appheation
to the County, Cireuit or Corporation
Courts, with cwtiticato of physician as

¦to pln-sieal condition, and afiidavifs from
iwo worilxy and rellable cltizcns as to
ilie facts :- 1 out in the papcrs of appli-
r-ation.
Tlm bill takes up about forty nages of

»-loscIy typcwi'itten matter. It was re¬

ferred to tlie Committee on General Laws
«nd will (be taken up ahortly by that
»>ody.

Hon. 15. C. Folkes on yesterday j.re-
rented several companion bills relating
to tVio nomlnation of all State officers
t'v prlmaries and providlng for the giving
r: an expression by the people. of all par-
iies n: to i uited States Senators. The
penatorlal bill providcs ior separate boxes
to be kept open on the day when legis-
lators are ehosen, wherein ballots may be
fltpoaltcd for senatorial candldatcs. Here
|[. an CXtract from the bill:

(3) Within twenty C0) days before the
duy of the said election, any person quali-
fled to be a candidate for the office of
Vnited States Senator, who desiFCS to
?c a candidate in said election, shall
present to the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth. ln writinp. his name. with
* Ktatement attested by two competent
witnessea, that he is a candidate for
ihe office of United States Senator: and
?e must further state in which of the
aHyeral pclitical partles he desires to be
# candidate; and the said candidate
Fhall pay to the Secretary of the Com-
tncmwealtb two hundred and fifty ($250)
dollars. which sum shall bc paid by the
Rccretary of the Commonwealth into the
? reasurv of the State.

(¦}) The Secretary of the Commonwea'lh
phall have the ballots prcparcd under his
tupervihion and shall distribute them to
ihe proper officers in time for the elec¬
tion. and he is requiretf to have the bal¬
lots uped by each political party printed
on different colored paper.

<») No person who is a voter shall voto
the ballot jf a political party of which
he ts not a member. and the judge of said
election shall not allow such person to

\<.te; but if such person shall decKr^
on oath that he has votwi or will voto
tlie ballot of the enid political party for
tho other officers who are candidatcs in
tlie general election. then. after being
eworn, he shall be permitted to vote his
choice for United States Senator.

Not on many days in the history of the
34oui»e of Delegatcs.certaiidy not wlfhln
ithe brief space of one hour.has Uicre

truch a flow of bills as came in yes-

tcrday aflcrnonn from ?. to 4 o'clock.
Almost tho cntire BeSfflon, which lastcd
just one hour, waa devoted to the pre-
scntati<>n of bills and rcsolutior.s under
rulo Sf. They ranged in importancc all
the way from a bill to imposc special tax
on persons handling fircurms and loaded
eartrldges in Grayson counly, to one ap-
propriating $300,000 for pcnsions and pro¬
viding what class of soldiers and wldows
of soldiers shall be entitled to its beiio-
flts. There wero road laws and private
relief bllls and resolutions of many diC- |
fcrcnt oharacters. and onough matter was I
introduced yesterday ln the House to jkeep that body l.usy for the next thirty |days. to say nothing of what is alrcady
pending and the various mattcrs yet to
be prcsentod.

There were two road bills prcsented in
the House yesterday and refcrrcd to tho
CommUtee on Roails, and Internal Nav-
igation. One was prcsented by Mr. Mur-
rcll, of Bedford, and. was.an cxact copy
of tlie ono prescntcd by him at the last
session of tho Eegislaturc. It provides
a generai road law for the State, to be
executcd by a ccntral board for each
county. The one prcsented by Mr. L»as-
siter. of Petersburg. yesteij3ay is en-

tirely new. It provides for a Stato
road board, to be composed of the Gov¬
ernor, Attomey-General and a scienlific
coinmlrsioner. appointed by the Govern-
or. the lalter to have the active man-

agement of the department of roads, with
the advicc and eounsel of the other mem¬
bers. It provides for worklng eonvic's
on tho publio highways, in addition to
other Iahor provided by taxation.

The rejectlon by the Senate of the ap-
polntment of Mr. J. K. Fulton as super¬
intendent of schools of Grayson county
does not vacate the uflice. and it is under-
stood that the Board bf Education may
in its (liscretion denominate Mr. Fulton.
In any event. tli-? matter ls largely with
the board, and that body may continue
to fill the placo as many times as its
appointments are rejected. What will be

(Continued on Second Page.)

TEST LEGALITY
¦ OF N. P. MERGER

Bill in Equity Being Prepared
by Direction of President \

Roosevelt.
(By Assoclated Prrrr.)

WASHINGTON. D. C, Fcb. 19..Within
a very short time a bill will. be filed? by
tlie United States to test the Icgality of
the merger of the Norlhcrn Pacilic and
Groat Northem Railway sy.stetns, ITirougTi
the instrumentaiity of tho Northern Se¬
curities Company.
In sptaking of the matter to-day, At-

toruey-Gcncral Knox said:
"Somo time ago the President rcoueslcd

an opinion as to tne Icgality as to this
merger, and T have recen'tly giveri him
one that in my opinion it violates tho
Shcrman aet, Whefbupoii he dircctcd that
suUablc action should be taken to have
th« qucstion judicially detcrmined. A
bill in eguity is now in eourse of prep-
apalion, which will hc Illed wthin a very
short time, which will ask that tho mer¬

ger efTccied through the exchange of
sharps of the Northern Securities Oompa-
ny for shares of the two railroad coin-

panics he dissolved' and such sharcs or¬
dered re-exclianged to reslore tho stocks
of tlie two railroad companles.
"The Northern Securities Company, .T.

Pierpont Morgan and James J. Hill and
their associatcs. stockholders in the two
eonipauies. will bc the defendants in tlie
bill. .The district in which the procceu-
incs will he institnlcd has not yet been
rleterinined. Most likely it will bo in
Miniicsota." N

HIM BEIWEEH

First Meeting of Arbitration
Committee.

HANNA IS ENCOURAGED

Thirty Members Present Dis-
played Splendid Spirit.

WORKING PLAN REPORTED

Provides for tonc.l.ation Committee o; Nine
Aiembers, Selcctcd From Each Group,

Capiial, Labor and the (ieneral Pub-

lic . bhouid This Comm.tteo

Fail, Arliitratioc Board of
Four May Act.

(By Associatcd Press.)
NEW YORK, Feb. 19..The first meet¬

ing of the Executive Committee of tliirty-
eix, appointcd tlu'ough the National Civic
Federatiun to arhitrate labor troubles,
was heid here t.o-day with Senator Han-
na in the chair. Tho object of the gath-
er'iig was to rccelve a report on working
plan by means by which sfrikes, lock-
outs and other forms of disputcs betweer,
capitali'sls and the la.boring class may be

seltled.
This plan was prcsented by a sub-

comniitie2 in the form of a. eet of by-
Iaws, which provides that the chairman
of the Executive Committee of the Fed-
eration shall appoint a committco on

conciliation to consist of nine members,
three of. whom shall be selected from
each group of the Executive Committee,
rcprcseiiting capitai; labor and the gen¬
erai public, whose duty it shall be at
tbe rcouest of the chairman. upon infor¬
mation of thrcataned stnYco or lo.cfc-
out of more thun loeal magni-
ture, to use its good offices in restoring
harmonious relations. rcporting its ac¬

tion to the Executive Committee.
AKBITRATION BOAKD.

Should the efforts of tb» Concilialion
Committco prove inoffectivc- and should
both pnrtics to the disputc desire the ser-

vicc of the Executive Committee, it is
d'rected. that they may be iuvited to se-

lect two employers and two wagc-eamers
from the Executve Committee to serve

as #ii arbitratioli board. Should the
four find 1t necessary to appoint an uin-

pire to finally decidc the tiispirte, they
may select a fifth member from tho
division reprcsenting the public.
Should a controversy seem of such mag-

nitnde as to justify such action, the of-
llcers'of the Executive Committee slial)
bo authorized to call a meeting of the
entire Executive Committee to corisider
tho situatibn and take such action as

may, in its judgment, be required. The
Executive Committee may appoint aux-

lliary committees to idcal with local dis-
turbances, tho rules goyernlhg' tho same

to be in harmony with tho generai' pur¬
pose of tho Industrial1 department.
At the close of the mccling, Senator

Ilanna said:
"Tho meeting was very satisraclory.

Thirty out of the thlrty-six members
were". present, arfi1 the snirit disnlaycd
vras splendid. We feeV delighled with rc-

PRESENT LEGISLATURE TO PUT
NEW INSTRUMENT INTO EFFECT

Plan About Agreed Upon Under Which the General
Assembly Will Meet Next January

for This Work.
From iuformal conferenccs had so far

by tho members of tho Constitutional
Gonventiou's Committeo on Final Kevis-
lon and Adjustment, it can be safcly
predicted that:
The terms of member.-! of the Senate

and House bf Dclcgatcs will cxpiro Jan¬

uary 1, 190L
The present General Assembly will bo

directed in tho schedule "to me-et on tho

first AVednesday in January, 1003, to cnact

laws to put theN"new Consiitution in ef¬

fect. and continuo in session as long as

may bo necessary, members to rcceivc
four dollars per diem while actually in
session."
Commonwealth's Attbriicys who are

now members of tho General Assembly
\vill be excepted from operation of inhi-

bition in the new Constitution until Jan-

¦uary l. WW. '

The new judlciary system will go into
effect in January, 1001, tho regular ses¬

sion of tho new General Assembly elect-
ing new judges. Commonwealth's Attor-
neys being elected by the people in Ko-
.¦ember. 'W>.
All county officers, sucli as treasurcrs.

Stc.. whose terms are'exiended, will be
required to give new bonds 'for the pe-
riod of oxtension.
Election for all members of tho Gen¬

eral Assembly, all county and maglsterial
.istrict officers, will bo held in Novom-
bcr, 130G.
The joint committee will be se'eeted by
he General Assembly now in session. and
'he convention, to draft an* recommend
--tatutc-s to be enacted by the General
Vssembly in 1903. to carry into effect the
icw ponstitution. The committee to be

Composed of members of tho convention,
Senate and House of Delegates.
Thero wiU bo no ehanges made by tbe

Committeo on Final Revision. except of
style. verblage and such as may be re-

o.ulred to prevent ccntradictious or m-

.onaistencies in different articles aml sce-
tions. The committee will make its re¬

port in less than ten days.
The convention will take a reccss for

thirty days after having provided for the
oublication of the e-ntire r,"w Constitu¬
tion to be thoroughly distributcd and dls-
ouesed among tho: people before recoiir

vening.
The question of submis.Mon or proclama-

tioh. will be then sett.led. If wibmitted
to tiie people, ;tl*o convention will taka a

rccess until after tho. election on the new
Constitution has been heid.

TREAT AND AGNEW.
Th:ir Latcs Are Now lu iinuds of Attoiney-

Qeneral Knox.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb. 13..It was
learned at the Department of Justic© to-
day that all the papers in tho cases of

Morgan Trcat and Fark Agnew havo been
filed wlith the Attorney-General, Groner's
brief having been reeeived this morning.
They will remain with Generai Knox un¬
til liis report is ready, when they Will
bo forwarded to the President.
Assistant Attoniey Hoyt told1 the rep-

resentative of The Times to-day that he
was of the opinion that Mr. Knox would
report on the matter in the next two or
three days. Everything in regard to the
inve3tigation is considercd as strlctly pri-
vate by tho Department of Justiee. and
nothing is to be given out about the mat¬
ter without the President's direction.
Tho Attorney-General is considering no

other charges than those relating to the
civil service, under the direction of the
President. which was that he should in-
vestigate and report upon the alleged
violation of the civil service rules by
Treat and Agnew.

THE SEAY MURDER MYSTERY.
The Qrand Jury Invcstiga'ing the Case at

NobleFville.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

BAPORT, IND., Feb. 19..A special ses¬

sion of tho grand jury was heid at No-
blesville to-day to investigato the mys-
terious murder of John B. Seay, former-
ly of Richmond. Va.. which- occurred at
the Model niill, in Noblesville, on the
night of December 21, 1901, when he was

shot through a window of tlie mill by an

unseen hand.
William Fodrea is now in jail, charged

with the crime, but tho evidence against
him is all circumstantial.
Judge Neal, of the Circuit Court, in his

lnstructions to the jury, said no indict-
ment could be rendered against Fodrea
uulcss there was probabilily of guilt.
Ralph R- Kane is conducting the case in
behalf of tho Sta-te, on account of tho
withdrawal from the case of Prosecutor
J. F. Beals, who is a cousin of Fodrea..

sults of our efforts toward; utter kar-
mony between capital and labpr."

MONEY AWAIIING HIM;
Information Concerning tbr Wbereabouts of

fi. t. Orth is Deslred.
A fortune, large or small Is-not known,

ls awaiting Himrich Christian Orth in
Germany, Efforts are being made to dis-
cover his whereabouts and- information
concerning t'te man will be gratefully re--

ceived by Mr. E. K. Viotor,' German
consul at this placo.
Mr. Orth come to this country some

limo ago from Fauerbach', Germany, and
was last heard from at Ritchieville, in
Dinwiddie county, Va. It is though that
he was at one time a. residcnt of this
citv. The courts in Germany aro looking
now for him or his heirs. as there is
some yionev waiting for.them. The fact
that the courts have lnterested them-
selves in the matter ls taken to indi-
cate that the amount of tlio money 13
rather large than small.

YOUNG MAN SHQOTS HIMSELF.
Ernest Ray Probably Fatally Woun'ded, Accl-

dcntai:y Or With Suicidal Intent.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

FREBERICKSBURG. Vii'i Feb. 19..
Mr. Ernest Ray, eldest son of Mr. J. D.

Ray, a prominent merchant, shot himself
to-night in his room at his father's home.
Tho ball entercd his temple, and there is

but littlo hope for his rccovery. It is not

'-nown whother the deed was done pur-

posely or was an accident. The young
man was about twenty years old. Hc

acted as clerk for his father, was usually
in good spirits, and no reason fs known
why he should attem.pt suicide.

REMARKABLE OLD
CITIZEN'-HERE

Telis Some Interesting Stories
of His Life.Bore O'Ferrall

from Field in the '60's.
Mr. G^orge Stevensori A>to, of Paris,

Fauquier county, one o£ the most pic-
turosquc and Interesting iignres in his
section of the State; is in tho city,
press the passago'of a. measure thrpugU
the Legislaturo in rclation to some 1uji;U
which has become invqtvcd in the courts
and which req'uires legisiativc action on
aocount of the death of^somc of'tho par-
ties.

.Mr. Ayrc is eighty-live .years of age
and has been married to his present wil'e
for .sixty-one years. He is still remark-
ably active, and tells rsbme interesting
stories concerning his oarlier life. Ht
was born in England iri 1817, but has Iivcd
in Fauquier county for tlie.' greatest poiv
tion of his life Hc weigbs 1M pounds and
does not Todk'to be ot^';/^Ixty years of
age. He heard WcMlerS ^roat speech
here in 1S10.
Mr. Ayre w'afi in the cenvoution that

nomiriated Harrisoh and Tyler, and was
then a great Whig. His father had' to
deeel him forty acres of land so he might
b<-. qualilicdi to vote. But one of the most
interesting of Mr. Ayre's remmiseenses
relates to tho woundihg of Governoi
O'Ferral during the lute war in Fauquie:
county, near the former's home. Ile took
tho wounded soldier lo the mountains,
where he would be oul of reach of the
enciuy and visited him until ho had ro-

covcred sufficiently to return to battle.
Mr. Ayre's scrvant helped him bcar Col¬
onel O'Ferrall from the .leld on an im-
provised litter made of two slicks und
a blanket. The old man warmly. sup-
portcd tho Valley leader for Governor
and will visit him in his office to-day.
When the Iatter was Governor Mr. Ayre
secured a pardon for a young man who
had been convicted on false testimony.
Hje wrote the Governor and the man

was promptly pardohed.
Mr. Ayre has visited Richmond only

once before since the war, anid is enjoyr
ing his trip very much.

PROFESSOR STONE NAMED.
Nomlnated Member of Board of Visitors to

Naval Academy.
(Special Dispatch to The TimesA

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb. 10..Pro-
fessor Ormonde Stone, of the facullty of
the Unlversity of Virginia, was nomi-

natcd a member of tlie Boaid of Visitors
of the Naval Academy at Annapolis by
the President to-day.
Trofcssor Stone has a wide reputation

throughout the United States in astro-
nomical circlcs, and his appointmont will
bc a valuable addition to tho Naval
Academy Board. »

THROUGH MAIL
Private West Arrested for Writ-

ing Anonymous Letter to
Confederate Daughters.
(Special Disp3tch to The Times.)

NEWPORT NEWS, VA., Feb. 13..Pri-
vale Clarence S. West, Fifty-cighth Com¬
pany Heavy Coast Artillery, .was arrest-
ed at Fort Monroe this evening, charged
with sending- last week to the Daughters
of the Confederacy of Hampton an anon¬

ymous letter, in which he made threat-
ening statements. The letter stated that
it was understood that the Daughters of
tne Confedaracy ihter.dcd ertcting a tlag
over the statu«-s of Jefferson Davls at;d
Lee at tbe. celebratlon of the Syms
Ealon Academy, which occurred here last
Wednesday.
After declaring "that the Confederate

flag was a rag, and terming Davis and
Ecq traitors of a deeper callbre than
Benedict Arnold," the ,writer went on to
say that "we, the soldiers of the United
States army. have declared that tho flag
shall not be hoisted on the occasion, and
any attenipt upon the part of the
Daughters of the. Confederacy will be at
their own risk."

, McCraig.Tennis.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

NEWPORT NEWS, VA., Feb. 19..Miss
Mary Anne Tc-nnis and Mr. John Mc-
DonaJd McCraig were married this evening
at Hampton in the Chnstlan Church. Miss
Mattie Crockett was mald of honor; Jo¬
seph McCraifr. of Baltimore; was best
man Tlie bridesmaids were Misses Mat¬
tie Davis, Annie Tennls, Bessie Tennis
and Fannie Davis. Four cousins.of-the
brido wero the ushcrs-Messrs. Fulton
Crockett. Butlier Croekelt, /Wilraer Ten¬
nls and Cyph Davis.

PRESIDENT REFUSES
APPEBl OF SCHLEY

Satisfied Court Did Substan-
tial Justice.

LOOP A GRAVE MISTAKE

Seripusly Marred the Brooklyn's
Otherwise Excellent Record.

EVEN HINTS AT COWARDICE

President Says Danger y.ust Not Be Too
Closely Welgbed by Ihose Who Figlit for

Flag.Me tiolds Tfaat Sampson Was
in Command aad Ihat McKinlej
Was Kight In Kccommeodinjf

Him Over bch.ey.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb. 19..Fol¬
lowing is the coment of the President
upon the appeal of Admiral Schley from
tho findings of the Court of Inquiry:

¦\Vhitc House,
February 18, 1002.

I have received the appeal of Admiral
Schley and the answcr thereto from the
Navy Department. I havo examined
both with the *utmost care, as well as

the' preccdiug appeal to tho Secretary of
the Navy. I have read through all the
testteony taken before the Court and the
statcments of tho counsel for Admirais
Sampson and Schley; have examined all
the official reports of every kind in ref-
erence to'the'Santiago naval eampaign,
copies of the log-books and signal books,
and the tcstimony before the Court of
Claims, and have also personally had be¬
fore me the four surviving captains of
the fiyo ships, aside from those of the
two admirais,- which were actively en-
gaged at Santiago.
It appears that the Court of Inquiry

was unanimous in its findings of fact and
unanimous' in its expressions on most of
its findings offart. No appeal is made to
me from the verdict of the Court on
these points where it was unanimous. I
have, however, gone carefully over tno
evidence on these points also. I am sat¬
isfied that on the whole the Court did
substantial justice. It should hav-o spcehi-
cally condemned the failure to enforce an
efficient nght blockade at Santiago while
Admiral Schley was in command. On tlie
other hand, I fcel that there. is rcason-
able doubt whether hc did not movo his
squadron with sufficent expedition from
port to port. The Coin;t is a ttnit in con-

demning Admiral Schley's action on tho
point where, it seems to me, hc most
gravely erred; his "retrograde movemenf
when ne abandoncd tho blockade, and his
disobedience of orders and misstatement
of facts in relation thereto. It should bc
remembercd. however, that tho majority
of I'hese aclions which the Court censures
occurred flve weeks or' more before the
flglit itself. and it certainly seems that if
-Vdniiral Schley's actions were censurablo
he. should not have been left as second
in command under Admral Sampson. His
offenses were in effect condoned when he
was not called to account for tnem. Ad¬
miral Sampson, after the fight, in an of¬
ficial Ietter to'the Department, alluded,
for the first time. to Admiral Schley's
"rcprchensible conduct" six weeks pre-
viouslv. If Admiral Schley was guilty of

reprehenslble conduct of a kind which.
called for such noticc from Admiral
Sampson, then Admiral Sampson ought
not to nave left him as senior officer Dt
the blockading squadron on the 3d of
July, when ho (Sampson) steamcd away
on his proper errand of communication
with General Shafter.

Tii£. COilMAND.
We can. therefore, for our present pur-

poses, dismiss consideration of so much

of the appeal as relates to anythmg ex¬

cept the battle. Asregards this. tho point
raised in the appeal is between wmin

Sampson and Admiral Schley. as_ to

which was in command, and as townen
was entitled to the credit. if etther oi

them was really entitled to any unusu:.

and pre-eminent credit by any special cx-

hibition of genlus. skill and courage.
The appeal of Admiral Schley to m«

is not. as to this, the chief point he

raises, reallv an appeal from the deci-

sion of the Court of Inquiry. five-sl*'hs
of the appeal is devoted to this question
of command and credit; that is. to matter

which the Court of Inquiry did not con-

slder It is in effect an appeal from the

action of President' McKinley, threo years
ago. wnen he sent in the recommenda.-
tions for promotion for the vanotis offa-

cers conneWed with the Santiago Squad¬
ron, basing these recommendatons upon
his estimate of ^e credit towhich^the
officers were respectively e?tl"^..V?^
I have to decide, therefore, is whether or

not Prsident McKinlcy did mjustice in

thHenc""-the facts, as set forth a*ove

ln the statements of the captains; and

elsewhere in their offlclal reports and tes-

timony. leave nd room for doubt on any

Important point. ...

The question of command is, ln this

case. nomlnal and technical Admiral
Sampson's ship, the N^Xork.was^een
at the outset of the hght from all tlie

other ships except the Brooklyn Sour of

these flve ship captains hayo Wg"
that they regarded hhn ¦&$&«&?%
l. command. He !^^£gg*:£ ahf°
the fleet as soon as the hrst Spamsli sntp

(Continued on Third Page.)

R1CH YEINS OF
GOLD AND COPPER

Discoveries in Africa Likely to

Have Important Influenceon
the World's Supply.

(By Associated Press.)
liONDON, Feb. 19..iveports from two

expert-s liavo been, received in Lond'on

from different parts of Africa, which, it

bornc out later by developmente, are

likely to have ah important influence on

the world's gold and copper supply. One

of the reports comes from Assinie, on Che

French ivory coast, and says that a reet

of the quartz gold, eight feet wiSe and

pannlng from two to cight ounces,' hau

beeii opened upon tho irory coast.
From North Rhodcsia the British char-

tered South Africa Company has rcceiveo
news of the. discovery of a. copper field.
estlraated at forty square miles. The
field is situated l.">0 miles north of Vie-
torta FaJls, and runs thence to the Congo
Free State. In tho ancient mines cfug bj
the natlves and reopened by englneers ln
the employ of the chartered company.
copper assaying forty-four per cent. is
now being securcd, Ifesid'es- a large per-
centago of silver.
So much importance does the chartered

company attach to this discovery that
tho Capo to Cairo Railroad will bo di-
verted in order to pass through the cop
per field. Work 011 this section of the
road has been ordered accelerated, and it
is expected it will bo completed early in
1S03.

A LAW STUDENT RECEIVES
A CHALLENGE FOR A FIGHT

President Taylor, of Lee Literary Society, Sends a

Challenge to Former Vice-Presi-
dent Gurney.

Mr. C. Henry Giirhey, Jr., a law studeht
at Richmond College, has in his possession
a challenge for a duel from Mr. Charles
G. Taylor, Jr., secretary to the manager

of the Mutual Life Insurance Company,
with ofhces in the Charnber of Commerce.
These two young men have been at

loggerbeads for a year, according to tlie
statement of Mr. Gurney last night As

far back as that they came near having
a fight. Mr. Taylor is the president of

che Lee Biterary Society. Until about
three weeks ago Mr.' Gurney was the

vice-president of this society. He says
he resigned at that time because of the
unpleasantness between himself and the
president.
The climax of the trouble so far was

teached last Saturday night at a regular
meeting of the club heid at the Y. M. C.
A. building. What happened at that
meeting, which was broken up, Mr. Gur¬
ney says, by the president's leaving the
ehair in a nt of anger with him, was the
immedlate forerunner qf the challenge
reeeived Tuesday evening by Gurney.
That interesting letter is given here:

"No. 1303 Grove Avenue,
''Richmond, Va-, Feb. ISth.

"Sir,.I consider your behavior in tho
L. L. S. rooms at the T. M. C. A.. and
remarks made thereafter, which. on ac-

otmt of circumstances. I could not re-

aent, as a personal insult, and demand of
..ou an apology. If you do not give this
you can do this, you can communicate
with rnyseif at the above address, or No.
23.East Main, or my second, Mr. -,
at .-., with reference to a meeting.

"Yours, etc,
(Signed) .".C. G. TAYLOR. JR."
The trouble of Saturday night grew out

of the disciissidn of a report made b.y a

committee with reference to securing a

tew hall. Mr. Gurney eriticised the com¬

mittee inamaimer that caused hot words
between him and President Taylor. Mr.
Gurney. says :he saw'Mr.- Taylor yesterday
hiorning, and the latter said he would
not fight in:Richmond. Ho went to see
his second then, and that gentleman
wanted to arrange a; fight in Henrico
eoiimVy. Mr.. Gurney declares that. he
does not believe in duels, and it is likely
that ho will decline.
"Mr.Gurhey is only nineteen; but will
gradnate in Juhe with the degree -of
Bachelor of Law. Ho recently applied to
the. Legislatuxe for permission. to practice
law at ;the end of the pressnt session ot
Richiriond College. Jrlo will be allowed tq
take tho examination, but will lidva to

wait until he is twcnty-one" b.efore he can

get a licensc to pursue his profession.

ARE MARRIED IN WASHINGTON:
Mr. Alercer and Miss Eogclberg Wed In the

National Capital
Mr. Hugh C Mercer, deputy clerk of

the City Circuit Court, and Miss Etta

Enge'.berg. daughter of Mr. Robert En-

gelberg, of No. 208 North SFourth Street,
left on a morning train yesterday for
Washington, where they were married.
A telegram to the parents of the bride

last night advised them of this happy
culmination of an attachment of some-
time's standing. There had been oppo-
sition on the part of the bride's parents.
but the young people took matters in
their own hands, and tho Washington cx-

pedition was the seqUel.
Mr. and" Mrs. Mcrcer will return to

Richmond to-day.
The groom "has for some time held a

position of deputy in the office of Mr.
E. M Rowelle, clerk of the City Circuit
Court. He lives at No. 3L3 West Grace
Street Tho bride is a daughter of Mr.
Robert Engelberg. proprietor of the
Globe News Company. and has been an

employe of the Cohen Company.

MR. CLEVELAND BAGS MANY.
Two Hundred and Fifty Ducks Sblpped to Hi:

v»ile at i rinceton.
(By Associated Press.)

NORFODK, VA, Feb. 19..Ex-President
Cleveland, who is at the Back Bay Gun-
ning Club, on Currituck Sound, as the
guest of Mr. Joseph Seelinger, of Nor¬
folk, president of the club, to-day shipped
to Mrs. Cleveland-.at Prihceton, N. J., a

hamper containing 250 birds, mainTy can-
vas backs.
Superintendent Mooro, of the club.

came to Norfolk to-day anc? denied em-
phatically that tho ex-President had met
with any accident Mr. Moore said: "Mr.
Cleveland was sufferlng with a cold last
night. and Dr. Hartman. of Baltimore."
one of the party, prescrlbed for lilm.
He fs better to-'da>v
"Thus far the killlng has run up to

300 ducks and geese, and this is the result
of twe days and a half In the blinds.
The prospects are that to^morrow's and
DFriday's shootwiU net 500 more birds.'*

m
i

Stokes Suffered Exfremely
and Pneumonia Feared.

TOOK SEVEN STITCHES

To Close Cut Made by a Sharp*
ened Case-Knife,

THE FAUST MURDER CASE

Probabli That tbe Prisooers Now Vnttt
Arreat .May Be Discbarged, lt No Further

Evidence Be Found Against Them.
Pccuiiar Cbaracterlstics of

Otway Epes, tht ffegro Atost
Deeply Snspected,

(Special Dispatch to The Tlmc*.) .

LBNENBURG C. IL, VA.. Feta. 19..
S. Y. Stokes, who attempted to coramit
sufeido in jaii here Monday, will prob-
ably recovcr.

Tho jailer has found an old caso-knlfe,
with which Stokes now says he cut his
throa.t. He had managed to sharpen the
knife to a keen edge by rubblng it wiitt
ashes on tho planks in the floor of bla
cell, and he says he thought he had killeu*
himself. as it was his intention to do so.

It took seven stitches to saw up tho
wouncV but he will get well. The woundi
bled profusely. as tho jall floor was cov»»
ered with blood.
Stokes" counsel pleud In^anity at tho

trial, and threo doctors testifted he was

mentally irresponsible, but seventeen cit-
izens who knew him well testifled thaC
while his mind was weak and lmpaircd
from long hablts of drink, they belicvcd
him sane, and tho jury seems to hava
taken this latter view.
There are no new devolopments in the

Faust murder case, and but litttlc ex-
citement- The sentiment seems to-. be
growing that tho law should take it»
course.

STOKES' WOUND DANGEROUS.
Pr'sonersla Faust Murder Case May Be Dis<

charged,
(Special Dispatch to The Ttmea.) -

ME'HEEOtlN, VA..- Feb.' lO.-S. Y.
Stokes, who is conihicd in jall at Lmwn-
burg Courthouse, ani- attempted $a ih,}
his own life last Sunday. i« undeV-iha
treatment of Dr. Morton, and is rdcovcr-
ing vory slowly.
It is understood that t.okes would have

been removed to the penitcntlary to-day.
but it is thf> impresslon here that he will
bo left under the supervision of Jailcf
Folkes until his wound is cntlrely
healed. On examination by his doc-
tor, his wound was lound to n
more seriouo than at first thought. A
siight pimcture was found ln the jugular
vein. Tho man, with his.gaping. bleetf-
ing wound, Iay for two or three hou'rs ort
the Hoor of his cell before he was dfe-
covered, and upon the arrival of &it:
Folkes his room had become cold. as well
as his body, and it is feared that pneu¬
monia will set in.

WITH AN OLD KNIFE.
Whe.n he had cntircly regained con-

sciousness hc talked freely. and admittcrl
to Mr. Bacon, the guard, that he used a
piece of old knife. Instead of a tln horn.

infiict tho wound. Mr. Bacon latcr
found the knife in the snow, wnere Stokes
tbrew it out the window. Mr. Stokes has
;ood connections in this county, and he
is known to his friends as a harmless clti-
zen, except when under the Influence of
Hquor. He has never been forced to
work. as his parents left him a sufficient
estate to keep him in gobd circumstanceH
his Ilfetlme.
The citizens are losing Interest in 'tho

Faust murder case. Evidently nothing ln
identify the goiilty party can be gotten
from either of tho accuscd now in jaik

MAY BE DISCHARGED.
Otway Epes tells about the same con-

nicting stories. and the officera have given
out the idea of getting a confesslon
soon. and it seems now that if other par-
ties are not apprehended before the nex$
term of the County Court that Epes and
Hamrick will be discharged.
The idea of lynching- has about died

out, but should suflicicnt evidence be had
against any one of the accused it is
rjnitf certan that the citizens will disposa
01 him.
Mr. W. E. Neblett has been employedl

as their counsel, and he expresses no fcar
of vlolence.

WORKING ON THE CASE.
..'elief in Epes* Cuilt .More Confirmed-Hfa

Peculiar Cbaracterlstics.
(Special Dispatch to' Tha Tlmen.)

BLACKSTONB. VA, Feb. 13.From t
sentleman who rcsides near the scen<
of the recent Faust murder, ln Lunen*
burg couty, your correspondent leumed.
this afternoon that the offleers and clti-
sfr-.hs are stUT at work trying to fix tbj»
guilt upon those responslble for the mur¬
der of Mrs. Faust. He also stated that
the belief in the guilt of Otway Epes,
who is already in jall, charged with tha
:-rimo, Is becoming more and- more ftxed
n the mrnds of those ln the neighborhoo*
of the murder. who have been famillar
with every detait anxi circumstanca
since its commission.
As no one has been found who aaw the

defji commltted and as it ls doubted Iff
any one saw lt save the person whoc m-
mitted it, the question of procurin^
positive evidence Is a difflefflt one. The
-idmiasion made by Epes prior to his ar-

rest that he was close by at tbe tim«
and ran for fear of being kll'ed himself,
is the strongest evidence against him.
From Lunenburg Courthouse it ls

learned that Epes contlnues to deny any
further knowledge of the crime than his
former white man story. He seems un-

concerned regardlng his predicaraent, al-
though admitting that he may have to

pay the penalty of the orime. which he
says was commltted by another.
The case against bothi Epeu and Ham-

brick will be brought before the grahd
Jury at the next term ot the County
Coiirt. which will bo on the second Mon¬
day In March. the 10th proxlmo. It «s

not yet known If their trial wilt be sons

(Continued on Fifth Pa5**t ;


